Vittala & Keshava - Tirthaprabandha
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(Pashima Prabandha shloa 69)

Bankapura is about 50 km from Hubli in the Bangalore-Hubli Main
Road, and 10 KM from Haveri. The Keshava Temple is in a very small
temple. Sri Kanakadasaru has praised this temple in some of his krutees.
This Keshava idol is said to have the prastiste by Sri Vyasarajaru. This
Keshava idol has Tantrasarokta lakshana and has special sannidhana.

The Keshava idol has Shanka, Padma, Gadha and Sudarshana, and he is
served by Brahma Rudradi gods, its eyes resembles lotus, Keshava with
his “humkara” dhwani removes all fear.
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Pandarapura is a Vaishnava kshetra.

Panduranga Vittala stays on the banks of the river Bheemarathi. It is in
Maharashtra. It is about 60 KM from Sollapura. There is a pouranika story which
says that Panduranga Vittala stood there to please one of his devotee named
Pundarikamuni, who continued serving his aged parents even after Vittala came
and stood before him. As Vittala was pleased with his devotee, he stood there
itself as Panduranga Vittala. Here Bheemarathi (Bheema) river surrounds the city
in half Chandrakruti and it is also called as Chandrabhaga. The river joins Krishna
River.

By staying near Bheemarathi River, Panduranga Vittala says that his devotees
must stay near sacred rivers, we should have virakthi, and also says through
holding Shanka Chakra symbols that Urdwapundradharana, Taptamudradharana,
etc Vaishnava symbols are a must for every one. He also points one of his finger
to his feet which says that everyone must serve Srihari’s lotus feet. By holding
one of his hands on his waist, he says that if one follows Vaishnava route, by
applying Mudradharana, do the seva of Srihari, our samsara samudra will be
shortened upto waist only. By holding “danda” between his thigh, he says that if
we are not following the above method, then he will punish.
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In Pandarapura, there is a pillar in Pandurangavittala temple, as a token of special
anugraha to Purandaradasaru. Sri Jagannatha Dasaru got his ankita Jagannatha
Vittala in this place only. There is vrundavana sannidhana of Sri Vedanidhi
Tirtharu, and Sri Satyadhyana Tirtharu in Uttaradimutt at Pandarapura. It is said
that Sri Raghavendra Tirtharu had done one Chaturmasya in this kshetra.

Source : Sri Vyasanakere Prabanjanachar
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